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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2003–04 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 907

Introduced by Assembly Member Pavley

February 20, 2003

An act to add Section 60605.3 to the Education Code, relating to
curriculum.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 907, as introduced, Pavley. Environmental education: content
and performance standards.

Existing law requires the State Board of Education to adopt statewide
academically rigorous content standards and performance standards in
the core curriculum areas of reading, writing, mathematics,
history/social science, and science.

This bill would require the State Board of Education to revise the
academic content standards and performance standards for language
arts, history/social science, and science to incorporate environmental
education content and performance standards, as provided. The bill
would require the revisions to occur within the timeframes and
procedures set forth in the State Department of Education’s schedule for
curriculum framework development and adoption of instructional
resources.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares all of the
following:
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(a) California has a diverse natural environment with
unparalleled biodiversity and extraordinary natural resources.

(b) California has numerous pollution, ecosystem degradation,
and natural resource scarcity problems.

(c) Recognizing and solving environmental problems and
sustaining natural resources for future generations requires
awareness and knowledge in a wide array of disciplines.

(d) Existing law recognizes that throughout the state and the
nation there is a growing awareness of the benefits derived from
a healthy environment and a healthy economy, that the citizens of
the State of California expect the educational institutions of this
state to provide pupils with educational materials that are balanced
and objective in their coverage of current scientific and economic
research on environmental and ecological issues, that an
educational program is needed to build the necessary attitudes of
stewardship towards the maintenance of the quality of our
common environment, that an environmental education will help
each pupil contribute meaningfully to the decisionmaking process
on issues involving the environment and its resources, that in all
grade levels, environmental facts should be taught as they relate
to each other, and that it is necessary to develop educational
programs for teachers and pupils commensurate with protecting
scarcer resources and safeguarding the quality of our environment.

(e) The Leroy Greene California Assessment of Academic
Achievement Act requires the State Board of Education to
promulgate statewide academic content standards that reflect the
knowledge and skills that pupils will need in order to succeed in
the information-based, global economy of the 21st century, to
adopt performance standards that define various levels of
competence at each grade level, and to gauge the degree to which
a pupil has met the content standards and the degree to which a
school or school district has met the content standards.

(f) California’s mandated content and performance standards
serve as the basis for statewide assessment, curriculum
frameworks, and instructional materials.

(g) Statewide content and performance standards for
kindergarten and grades 1 to 12, inclusive, including science
standards, currently lack comprehensive environmental education
content and performance standards.
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(h) Environmental literacy remains widespread in the absence
of integration of environmental educational standards into the
state education system.

SEC. 2. Section 60605.3 is added to the Education Code, to
read:

60605.3. (a) The State Board of Education shall revise
academic content standards and performance standards to
incorporate environmental education content and performance
standards. The revisions shall occur within the timeframes and
procedures set forth in the State Department of Education’s
schedule for curriculum framework development and adoption of
instructional resources.

(b) The environmental education and performance standards
shall be incorporated as follows:

(1) The language arts content and performance standards shall
be revised to include environmental education selections to the
recommended readings in literature for kindergarten and grades 1
to 8, inclusive, to support the reading comprehension and literary
response and analysis standards.

(2) The science content and performance standards shall be
revised to include environmental education content standards to
the earth, life, and physical sciences, and to the investigation and
experimental standards for kindergarten and grades 1 to 12,
inclusive.

(3) The history/social science content and performance
standards shall be revised to include environmental content
standards for grades 1 to 12, inclusive, within a chronological and
geographic context.

(c) In developing the environmental education standards, the
State Board of Education may consider the following resources:

(1) The California Integrated Waste Management Board’s
Office of Integrated Environmental Education report to the
Legislature on the Environmental Ambassador Pilot Program, as
required pursuant to Section 51226.4.

(2) The 2002 Strategic Initiatives for Enhancing Education in
California developed by the State Department of Education’s
Office of Environmental Education, in conjunction with the
Superintendent of Public Instruction’s Environmental Education
Task Force Steering Committee and the State Department of
Education’s Environmental Education Advisory Committee. The
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State Board of Education may consider development of
environmental standards that reflect environmental education as
an integrated context for learning, as recommended by the
strategic initiatives.

(3) Resources developed or utilized by other municipal, state,
or federal governmental agencies involved with environmental
protection and education, resources within the State Department
of Education, including the Office of Environmental Education
and the Conservation Education Service, and publications,
including the California Guide to Environmental Literacy.

(4) Resources developed or utilized by nonprofit organizations
with expertise in environmental education and issues.

(d) In developing the environmental education content and
performance standards, the State Board of Education shall consult
with interested stakeholders, including, but not limited to,
nonprofit organizations with expertise in environmental education
and issues.

(e) For purposes of this section, ‘‘environmental education’’
includes, but is not limited to, education relating to all of the
following topics:

(1) Ecosystem preservation, management, and health.
(2) Impacts of pollution on human health and the natural

environment.
(3) Ocean conservation.
(4) Pollution treatment.
(5) Integrated waste management.
(6) Energy conservation.
(7) Water conservation and pollution prevention.
(8) Air resources.
(9) Integrated pest management.
(10) Toxic materials.
(11) Wildlife conservation and forestry.
(f) The implementation of this section is subject to funds being

made available for this purpose in the annual Budget Act or other
legislation.
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